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As of the thirty-sixth session of the Committee, ten experts have 
served as its Chairperson.  Ms. Dubravka Šimonović, the 
Committee’s eleventh Chairperson, has been chairing the 
Committee since its thirty-seventh session in January 2007.  The 
following is a list of the Committee’s Chairpersons: 

Ms. Luvsandanzangyn Ider (1982 – 1987) 

A national of Mongolia, Ms. Ider served on the Committee 
from 1982 to 1988.  Her career in the foreign service of her 
country began in 1963, and she has the rank of Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. She has attended many 
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Ms. Mervat Tallawy (1991 – 1992) 

A national of Egypt, Ms. Tallawy served on the Committee 
from 1987 to 1998. She was appointed Minister for Social 
Affairs in 1997. She was Ambassador to Austria and 
Permanent Representative of her country to the United 
Nations Office at Vienna. She was Deputy Director of the 
International Training and Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) for several years. Ms. 
Tallawy has represented her country at many UN meetings 
and conferences and those of other international and 
regional organizations since 1962. She was Chairperson of 
the Commission on the Status of Women from 1992 to 1993.  
Since 2000, Ms. Tallawy has been the Executive Secretary of 
UN ESCWA. 

Ms. Ivanka Corti (1993 – 1996) 

A national of Italy, Ms. Corti served on the Committee from 
1987 to 2002.  She was its Chairperson for two consecutive 
terms during the period leading up to, during and after the 
Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing 1995), and was 
instrumental in ensuring the participation of the Committee 
at the Conference.  She was elected Chairperson of the 
seventh meeting of the persons chairing the human rights 
treaty bodies in September 1996. Ms. Corti has contributed 
greatly to the increased visibility of the Committee. She was a 
member of the Italian Prime Minister’s Commission for 
Human Rights.   

Ms. Salma Khan (1997 – 1998) 

A national of Bangladesh, Ms. Khan served on the Committee 
from 1993 to 2000 and from 2003 to 2006.  She was the 
Director-General of the Bangladesh Management 
Development Centre. She was Divisional Chief Economist of 
the Ministry of Planning from 1993 to 1994. Ms. Khan's 
professional work and publications have focused on 
economics as well as women, children, labour, credit, and 
non-governmental organizations. In 2006, she became her 
country’s Ambassador to Indonesia. 
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